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''Cursed is the ground because of you ... ''
-Genesis 3: 17

HowBeautiful
Heaven
MustBe
This world in which we live is truly a beautiful creation!
There are fewer sights more breathtaking
than the sun sinking or rising at the ocean's
horizon ... the mist slowly lifting in the early
dawn over a quiet glen ... the solitude of a valley
in a mountain range ... or the simple loveliness
of flowers as birds and bees flit among them.
What is so staggering is that we can find
all this beauty in a world cursed by sin!
Ahhh ... how beautiful Heaven must be!
If we can find beauty in a world stained with
sin, how much more beauty can we find in a

Heaven where sin does not exist? The biblical
picture of Heaven is not of beauty in a physical
sense, but rather a spiritual one. Heaven is
a place of eternal rest ... eternal comfort .. .
eternal joy ... eternal peace ... eternal praise .. .
eternal bliss ... eternal service to God.
How beautiful Heaven must be,
Sweet home of the happy and free;
Fair haven of rest for the weary,
How beautiful Heaven must be.
As beautiful as Heaven must be, why would
anyone long for this world and its sin stains?
Norm Petersen
Oklahoma City, OK
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correct? Do some further study and see what
you conclude.

From The Editor ..
A man that hath friends must show himself
friendly (Proverbs 18:24).

We have all heard this passage used to
teach that to have friends we must show ourselves friendly. No doubt this conclusion is
correct, but are you sure it is biblical?
In a recent Wednesday evening Bible
Study we were dumbfounded when we compared this passage in various translations.
For instance, here is the American Standard
Version (1901) rendering: "He that maketh
many friends doeth it to his own destruction. ••
The Revised Standard Version has it: "There
are friends who pretend to be friends. '·
Now you see why the class was dumbfounded. These renderings do not sound at all like
the version which we are all used to. Have we
been wrong all this time teaching that to have
friends we must show ourselves friendly?
Probably not, but does Proverbs 18:24 teach
that?
What doth it profit a man if he gain the
whole world and lose his own soul, or what
will a man give in exchange for his soul?
(Matthew 16:26)

Is this passage teaching anything about
the soul (that eternal part of man)? Let's
check it in other versions. Here is the ASV
•'For what shall a man be profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and forfeit his life?
or what shall a man give in exchange for his
life?·· The RSV has it this way: ''For what will
it profit a man, if he gains the whole world
and forfeits his life? Or what shall a man give
in return for his life?" ls "soul" or "life"
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The point is, do not parrot conclusions.
Do your homework. Check and recheck. Go
back to the original language. If you are unable to do that, compare with as many different reputable translations (not paraphrases)
as you can find.
Teaching is serious business. I have seen
both of these passages in recent church
bulletins with their usual conclusions. Are
they correct? We must go to whatever length
necessary to assure that we are teaching the
whole truth and nothing but the truth.
-JMS

DON'T LET YOUR TEMPER
DESTROY YOU!
When anger is on the throne, reason is in the
chains of slavery. Anger is short madness.
Men are like steel-when
they lose their
tempers they are worthless.
Anger causes the innocent to be punished.
So many times the husband, angry because of
a difficult day, takes out his feelings on his
family. Anger creates a feeling of instability
that can aggravate the repetition of a mistake
rather than the prevention of the mistake
recurring. Anger hurts the individual physically
and mentally. To be angry is to revenge the
faults of others upon yourself. So often the
fire that you kindle for your enemy burns you
more than Him.
To combat anger, you will find that prayer
can be an effective tool. Sometimes talking
to a friend in confidence can make the difference. Perhaps just "taking a short walk" will
calm your feelings.
"He that Is slow to anger Is better than the
mighty; and he that ruleth his spirit than· he
that taketh a city" (Proverbs 16:32).
Virgil R. Trout
via Sulphur Springs, TX
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REMOVE
FOOTINSER~
BOOK
The slang expression about ··always putting
his foot in his mouth" is familiar. We mean
that a person has spoken something wrong,
or embarrassing. One called it "hoof-andmouth disease-hoofing
over to the neighbors
and mouthing."
In the Bible a strange expression occurs:
•'This book of the law shall not depart out of
thy mouth ... " (Joshua 1:8). It is easy to read
over that passage and miss what it is saying.
We might have expected the command to
Joshua from the Lord to say, "This book of the
law ~all not depart out of thy heart," and that
would also have been true. But that is not the
emphasis-that
part comes later in the verse
which reads, "Thou shalt meditate thereon
day and night, that thou mayest observe to do
according to all that is written therein. '' It
is necessary to meditate upon God's Bookto have it in the mind and reflect on its worthbefore it will ever be in the mouth; that is,
before it will ever become the main theme of
our speech.
So what was Joshua told? To put it simply,
he was commanded t0 be ALWAYS TALKING
ABOUT THE WORD OF GOD. Few commandments are more needed for us! We talk about
weather and world problems, X-rays and
X-rated movies, athletic teams and teeming
population-but
how much do we talk about
the Word? Do we "esteem it more than our
necessary food?" Do we "speak of it when we
rise and when we walk by the way, when we
go and when we come?" We certainly should
be doing so.
Let us learn from this command to Joshua.
Some great things resulted from his obedi-

ence- •'then shalt thou make thy way prosperous, and then thou shalt have good
success. •• He did meditate on the law, he did
talk about it, and he did conquer the land.
If we follow his example, God may give us
lands yet unconquered with the Word. Altogether now: let us remove our feet from our
mouths, and replace them with the BOOK!
Norman Gipson
Lubbock, TX

COMPLETEFREEDOM
Viktor Frankl defines complete freedom in
Man's Search for Meaning. Frankl, a Jewish
psychiatrist, was interned in a concentration
camp by the Nazis early in World War II.
Gradually he was stripped of all the symbols
by which he had previously defined his identity: his writings, material possessions and
clothing. Meager food was provided by his
captors. He helped other unfortunates build
roads in the ice and snow. Hunger, cold,
discomfort were constant. His name and title
were replaced by a concentration
camp
number.
Frankl said he found complete freedom when
he lost all his material possessions!
He had not realized how much of a servant
he had been to his possessions. When he
became possessionless, he became free. Did
Jesus realize this in the case of the rich young
ruler? Did Jesus realize that this young man
would never be whole, never be his own man
much less God's man until he gave away
everything to take up his cross and follow
Jesus?
I think so.
Though it is not necessary for most of us to
give up all our possessions, it is necessary for
us to give them over to God and to make our
possessions and our total life accessible to
Him and His purposes for us in the world:
to let Jesus be Lord of our attitudes, thinking,
emotions, body, will and memories.
Bert Mercer
via Bossier City, LA
BULLETIN DIGEST
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GOOD EXAMPLES
The Apostle Paul told Timothy that a good
servant of Christ Jesus would be •'constantly
nourished on the words of the faith and sound
doctrine. ··(I Tim. 4:6)
One of the chief characteristics of effective
Soul Winners is that of being a daily Bible
reader. Note the example of some of the
pioneer preachers.
Pioneer preacher Samuel Church-' 'from
his early youth and at the age of forty, he had
read the New Testament through one hundred
and fifty times and the Old Testament half
that number. He always carried with him a
small copy of the Bible, that he might read it
whenever or wherever an opportunity occurred." (Life of Elder Walter Scott, p. 71)
James A. Harding, Co-founder of David
Lipscomb College is quoted as saying: "I
believe it to be the chief duty of the gospel
teacher in the church to lead the people to
the daily, diligent, prayerful study of the
word, and I devote more time and energy to
that one point than to any other whatever. If
God enables me to do it, I intend to read
through His word at least as often as once a
year as long as I live." (The Nashville Debate,
p.38).-"At
the request of T.C. Whiteside,
~a~d~ng outlined his plan of Bible Study,
d1v1dmgthe Old Testament into three hundred
sixty-five equal parts, and the New Testament
into one hundred eighty. In this way he finished the Old Testament and the New Testament
twice each year. But Harding's own reading
far exceeded this. One year he read the Old
Testament through five times and the New
Testament six, and frequently from two to four
times." (The Eyes of Jehovah by L.C. Sears,
p. 165).
J~cob Greath, Jr.: ''I have long been in the
habit for my own improvement of reading the
first chapter of Genesis on the first day of
every January and of reaching the last verse
OCTOBER1985

in the book of Revelation by the time Old
Mother Terra had finished her annual round.
Acting upon this plan I have read the whole
divine book through more than fifty times.''
Why not imitate the pioneer preachers.
Be a good servant of Christ Jesus constantly nourished on the words of the faith and
sound doctrine!
Larry Shatzer
Nashville, TN

SHARING OURSELVES
So often when we think of sharing we think
only in terms of that which is material. Children grow up thinking this way. Parents tell
them to share, and their frame of reference is
something material. The material is important.
We can't live without it. We are to work, and
then to share our goods with those in need
(Ephesians 4:28). But, look at the child excluded from the group at play. You see eyes
that are hurt and a countenance that is fallen.
Nothing material can compensate for the
group's sharing themselves with the "outcast'' child.
A son, away at college, did a very unusual
t~ing. For Mother's Day, instead of sending
his mother a material gift, he wrote her a
letter. In it, he told her how much he loved
her, how grateful he was that she was his
mother, and how he appreciated all that she
had done for him through the years. When she
read it, she sat down and cried. Her husband
said, "It was the best gift she had ever received."
There is something that people need from
you that is more than your silver and gold.
That something is you! Share yourself!
Robert B. Farrar
via Shades Mt. Bulletin
Birmingham, AL
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LIVING WITH
REGRETS
Regrets. We all have them. Things we
wish desperately we had not done. Things
that have hurt those we love or the great
cause of Jesus. There are also the golden
opportunities for doing good that we have
allowed to slip by. Just the memory of these
things brings pain to our hearts.
None of us are all we could be. None of us
are doing every day our best in God's service.
Those who are sincere often look inside,
examine themselves, and feel regret. Only
those with a seared conscience and an uncaring heart are exempt from it.
I live with the knowledge that I have hurt
some of my own ministries. Sometimes by
being misled, or by getting caught up in
"church politics," or by forgetting (at least,
temporarily) what a willing servant I should
be. Regardless of the circumstance, potential
was lost; and the cause suffered. How all of
us would like to turn back the pages and try
for better solutions.
I also live with the memories of being hurt
by others. Good works that should have been
better; but someone would not let them be
better because of pride or envy or jealousy.
The memory of slanderous statements, underhanded dealings and those who have played
fast and loose with the truth. Commitments
that were not kept and friends who for no
apparent reason turned into enemies. Times
when seemingly nothing in the world that I
could do would prevent a good work, with
marvelous potential, from falling apart. And
the hurt still lingers.
All of you face similar things. Because of
things you have done, or left undone, or had
done to you. We all have regrets. The problem is how do we live with them so that our
past does not destroy our future?
There are some things we cannot change.
We may regret them; but we cannot change
them. Peter could not take back his denial

of Jesus. Jonah could not make it as though he
had never taken the boat for Tarshish. Yet each
found his way back to God's favor, not by
changing his past; but by changing his future.
Each picked up the pieces and got on with
his life; and so must we.
Repentance is naturally a part of this process in those cases where we have done wrong;
but, as I have already indicated, some of our
deepest regrets are over things that we could
not have controlled even at the time. We can
only resolve to try harder and to trust God
more.
There are also things we must change. The
mistakes we made before will only be repeated unless we become different people. Unless
we suppress self, develop humility and the
"servant heart" we will never learn to place
both others and the Lord's cause above our
own interests. A failure in this will only add
to our regrets rather than removing the ones
we already have.
Release from regrets never comes by evasion or denial of guilt. It is not secured by
whitewashing our mistakes or placing the
blame upon others which we know we deserve
ourselves. But once we have faced our blunders and done what we can to correct them, we
must not linger upon them. This is a part of
accepting God's forgiveness.
There is a way to avoid serious regrets. No
person can regret an honest effort to do God's
will. Others may not understand. Persecution
may come; but there is still an inward satisfaction that nothing can take away. The knowledge that one was making an honest effort
to do right will not permit prolonged regret,
even when things do not turn out right.
Edgar A. Guest wrote, "Whatever happens
I want to be self-respecting and conscience
free.''
Nothing will save you from all regrets; but
this will deliver you from most of them. It is
a vital principle to living a rich full life in
Christ.
Jack Gray
via Covington, TN
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LONELINESS:
THE GREAT KILLER

.,............................................
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When I was five years old, my grandmother
died. My grandfather, a big, healthy man of
only 68 years, died the following year. The
death certificate listed some purely medical
reason for his passing, but all of us knew the
real reason: loneliness. National studies list
the major causes of death among older people:
cancer, pneumonia, heart failure. But many
times the disease which caused the body to
die does not begin to tell the story.

D□®Do{r@[?
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A feeling of uselessness begins to pervade
the fiber of the elderly when age forces them to
slow down physically. Wisdom and knowledge
still inhabit each mind, but the vehicle which
carries it moves considerably slower. Because
of youth's love of appearance, these fountains
of truth go largely ignored. As friends and
loved ones die or move away, the aged's
circle of fellowship shrinks. The ignorance of
youth ensures that the circle will only shrink.
Loneliness is seemingly inevitable.

That'll Teach You
One blistering day when they had guests
for dinner, a mother asked her four-year-old
son to say the blessing. "But mother, I don't
know what to say,'' he protested.
"Just say to the Lord what you've heard me
say," she told him.
Obediently, he bowed his head and said,
"Oh, Lord, why did I invite those people here
on a hot day like this."

Don't Knock It
This is the Impersonal Age. We hire others
to deal with the unlovely: the orphan, the poor,
the spiritually sick, the aged. The lack of involvement cements the wall between generations. Millions pay into Social Security to prepare for their later years. Few take time to
teach their children (by example) what an
honor it is to care for and serve the elderly.
The government's way is financially shaky.
The Lord's way is eternally secure.

Do not knock the weather, nine-tenths of
the people could not start a conversation If
it did not change once In a while.

What's In a Name?
"Who's calling?" was the answer to the
telephone. "Watt."
"What
is your name,
please?" "Watt's my name." "That is what I
asked you, What's your name?" "That's what
I told you, Watt's my name.'' A long pause and
then from Watt; "Is this James Brown?"
"No, this is Knott."
"Please tell me your
name." "Will Knott." Whereupon they both
hung up.

Seek the counsel of the elderly Christian.
Many waste away in nursing homes, or are
equally imprisoned in their own homes.
Physically, they are all but helpless.

Somber Funnies
On a grave In Burlington, Vermont: "She
lived with her husband fifty years and died In
the confident hope of a better llfe." ... On a
New England tombstone: "I told you I was
sick, Elizabeth."

Spiritually, they have a perspective unattainable by those lacking their spectrum of
experience. Cure them of their disease of
loneliness and be infected by their wisdom.
Rhys Thomas
Oklahoma City, OK
OCTOBER 1985
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DR. DUKE'S
STRONG ADVICE
Dr. Red Duke recently gave some strong
advice about preventive medicine. If you
have not seen him on TV, Dr. Duke gives
health advice during newscasts on television
stations from Baltimore to San Diego. His
television appearance is that of an "old country
boy" with homespun advice, but don't be
fooled. Dr. Duke is professor of surgery at
the University of Texas Health Science Center
in Houston and is working with other doctors
to encourage preventive medicine.
Dr. Duke spoke recently in Abilene. Here
are some of the facts he cited in his address:
Alcohol abuse is our country's No. l
health problem. It has been estimated
that 95,000 deaths per year are related
to alcohol, but Dr. Duke thinks the real
figure is much higher. Alcohol abuse
costs the nation $12 billion annually.
* L•mg cancer and cancer of the colon
could be drastically reduced if people
would eat high-fiber diets and quit
~making.
Lung cancer has increased 256 percent
in women since 1953 (compared with a
73 percent increase in men), and the
reason is increased smoking among
women. Lung cancer will probably pass
breast cancer this year as he most common
malignancy among women. Give smoking
the credit.

*

*

Everyone interested in health and happiness, whether Christian believer or otherwise,
should be disturbed at such alarming facts.
But the Christian should have a deeper concern. The body is God's temple. The Christian
must glorify God in his body. And if anyone
destroys that temple, "God will destroy him"
(I Cor. 3:17).
When a Christian hears Dr. Duke with one

ear and God with the other, he has two reasons
for taking care of his body. Dr. Duke says that
if you abuse the body with alcohol or tobacco,
you risk illness, pain and even premature
death. And God says, "Glorify me in your
body."
BULLETIN~
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Bill J. Humble
Abilene, TX

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE "IN
CHRIST"
" ... for in Christ Jesus I begat you through
the gospel. ·'
l Corinthians 4: 15
Paul mentions repeatedly the phrase "in
Christ" in connection with some phase of our
relationship with God. He says we are baptized
into Christ (Gal. 3:27; Rom. 6:3); that the
Spirit of Christ dwells in us (Rom. 8:9) and that
we are made nigh (accepted with) by the blood
of Christ (Eph. 2: 13). But, what are the advantages of being "in Christ"? The following
are only three: •
1. We are children of God. Gal. 3:26 states
we are children of God in Christ Jesus, through
faith. We cannot be God's children outside of
Christ, and Paul says we are baptized into
Christ.

2. All spin'tual blessings are in Christ.
Eph. 1:3 so states. All men enjoy God's
physical blessings: rain, sunshine, crops,
etc., but spiritual blessings: salvation, prayer,
providence, etc., are in Christ.
3. We are new creatures in Christ. II Cor.
5: 17 assures us that in Christ, old things:
slavery to sin, condemnation, Satan's power,
are all ineffective. All things are now new:
new life, new values, new goals, new relationship with God.
WHAT does it mean to be "in Christ"?
It means everything!
Eddie Whitten
Bedford, TX
BULLETIN DIGEST
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READ THE BOOK!
To many people, the negative is always unwholesome. We want positive preaching, positive leadership, positive self-images, etc. But
like any extremes, this as usual, proves to
be false! It is false because it lacks balance!
Life is neither all positive nor all negative, it
is both! Take a sharp knife and start cutting
out all of the negative pronouncements! How
much life is left?
The Bible from which we are to obtain the
material for our sermons and Bible classes
contains both "shall"
and "shall not"
"touch" and "touch not"
"believe" and
"believe not'.' It seems, at times, that the
church has too much Freud and too little
Jesus-too much Peale-not enough Paul.
The key is balance and the source is Christ!
Thinking positively is no substitute for thinking
right. A good self-image must not be a disguise
for hiding a selfish image. Life is both salt
and pepper and both are needed for a good
life.
BULLETIN
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Floyd C. Johnson
via Anniston, AL

CAN THIS
MARRIAGE SURVIVE
··How can we stay in love?" For those of us
who are married, for the future of all, for our
own personal good, is there any more crucial
question than: "How do we keep the home
fires burning?"
Because we believe this is an all-important
item on the church's agenda and because in
a day when so many marriages come unglued,
I would like to share these suggestions for
staying in love.
1. Staying in love is a bunch of little things.

OCTOBER 1985

Remembering anniversaries, birthdays, and
Christmas, etc. . . . are important, but little
things are what I think makes a marriage.
Turning off the T. V. to talk, a rose for no
special day, a kiss before work every morning,
an affectionate hug in the kitchen, a walk
together, surprise meals, holding hands,
sitting close together, etc., etc. Everyone's
little things will be different. Just don't stop
doing them because they are little. They have
a big meaning to your partner.
2. Staying in love is Talk, Talk, Talk.
A. Talk about work, talk about kids,
talk about feelings, future, church, God,
everything.
8. Make time to Talk-Establish time.
Set aside an hour before bed, awake
early, have a weekly date. Just make
time to talk.
C. Listen-Don't talk so loud that you
can't hear what your partner's trying to
say.
3. Staying in love is zipping and zagging.
Life is a series of adjustments and so are
marriages. By zipping and zagging I mean
adaptability, being flexible, adjusting. You
adjust to living with another person, to having
children, to work changes, to physical changes,
to age changes, to death, and a lot of little
changes in between. Life doesn't stay in the
same place. Adjust with the one you love.
4. Staying in love is faithfulness. The sam
principles of staying faithful to God, I think,
apply to marriage. Committment, trust, belief
in one another, devotion, and dedication are
just a few words that must be imbedded in
our lives. They must be foundations of marriage relationships and must constantly be
renewed.
5. Staying m love is never finished. Never
stop loving, never stop doing little things,
never stop growing, never stop sharing, and
never stop talking. Love is never finished.
Mark Hale
via Taylors, S.C.

,·.
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THE GOD OF THE
STORM

They went off by accident last evening-the
storm warning sirens. But they will go off
again before long, this time intentionally. It's
that season.
When it happens, while you are heading for
cover, try easing the tension by remembering
the words of Job:
There are some cloddish husbands around,
but I've seen "cloddettes," too-wives who
are difficult, if not absolutely miserable, to
live with: naggers, constant complai1 ers,
unappreciative of her husband's efforts to
financially support his family to the best of
his ability and opportunity, ridiculing her
husband before others, allowing herself to
become grossly unattractive in ways that are
significant to her husband, unkempt in housekeeping, subversive to her husband in relationships with the children, flirty with other men,
continually "down," sad and unhappy no
matter how sincerely her husband responds
to her needs.

A...wifedoesn't have to do all of these to be
a certified cloddette; doing only a few of them
regularly will qualify her for the distinction!
Aren't these behaviors typical of an immature
person? a lazy person? and/or a person who is
in need of healing of some kind? Our Lord
teaches that transformation is necessary and
achievable (Rom. 12:2).
If you are a wife and mother who knows that
change in herself is needed, won't you start on
that process today? The benefits to yourself
and your family will have an impact for generations to come as well as for the present. If
you need help in this effort, pick up the phone
right now and seek the loving, wise assistance
of someone you can know and trust.
Gary D. Blake
via Cedar Rapids, IO

1. "He stretches. out the north over the
empty space; He hangs the earth on nothing. ''
With its most sophisticated
instruments
science has been unable to find anything to
which our earth is attached which would keep
it in orbit.

2. "He binds up the water in His thick
clouds, Yet the clouds are not broken under
it. •• Think of the millions of tons of water up
above your head in those storm clouds I He
keeps it (effortlessly) from all coming down at
once and crushing you.
3. ''He covers the face of His throne, And
spreads His cloud over it. '' One most remarkable thing about God-when you look into the
heavens you cannot see Him! For one whose
mere presence made the earth radiate with
His glory (Exodus 34) and the face of the one
who saw His presence glow (II Corinthians
3), the fact that He can cover His presence
with His cloud speaks worlds of His power.

4. ''He stirs up the sea with His power,
And by His understanding He breaks up the
storm." Don't think that the storm is out of
His control. Our control, yes. But never His.
When He whispers the words, "Peace, be
still," it will all go away.
He is God! His power is limitless. We see
the "mere edges" of it in these thunder
storms. Be thankful He is your God!
Nick Hamilton
Little Rock, AR
BULLETIN DIGEST
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THE PHARISEE AND THE
CHRISTIAN
Let me introduce you to two different people,
the Pharisee and the Christian. Is there a
difference? If so, then how are they different?
The Pharisee is a man who has an outward
show of religious piety, but inwardly he is
full of dead men's bones (Matt. 23:27,28).
His god is popularity. Since his god is popularity, truth must often yield. His motto is "don't
make waves." He would be among those individuals who would have told Noah that he was
crazy for building a boat, or Shadrack, Meshack, and Abednego for not bowing down,
or Jeremiah for putting up such a fuss. The
Pharisee lives for the popularity of the moment
in exchange for an eternity in torment.
The Christian is a God-made person. His life
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is patterned after the One who proclaimed the
truth in spite of popular opinion. His life reflects the man who told the people what they
needed to hear rather than what they wanted to
hear. His life imitates the One who came to
save man from himself and to despise the
shame of the world (Heb. 12:2). His life is an
example of the one who gave life by losing His
own.
Yes, the world sits on its rotting judgment
seat, pounding its worm-eaten gavel declaring, '' Man, how stupid you are not to listen to
me. Don't you know that the majority rules?
Aren't you ashamed of yourself for being a
one-man band?" In response, the Pharisee
cowers behind the yielding multitudes, but the
Christian despises this shame, picks up his
cross, and walks on.
Rick Walker
Lakeworth, FL
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Be Thankful
•'Rejoice always; pray without ceasing; in
everything give thanks." (I Thess. 5:16-18)

Christianity is not intended to be sullen and
sour. God intends for Christians to be joyously
thankful even when the world frowns.
It isn't enough for us to feel thankful, we
need to express our thanks. It's so easy for us
to be strong in our supplications and weak in
our thanksgiving. We need to spend more time
thanking instead of asking. his would eliminate a lot of our asking.
We can reasonably conclude that all of the
ten lepers whom the Lord healed were thankful
for their healing, but only one of them came
back to express the thanks that were due.
Perhaps one of our greatest challenges is
to accept the fact that we can •'in everything
give thanks." That takes a lot of "doing" to
be thankful in everything. It really tests our
faith~ut before you give up, read the rest of
the verse; "for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you. ··Then be reminded that
•'his commands are not burdensome. ·' H
God says we can, and if Paul demonstrated
that we could, then we need to take courage,
and go about life with the conviction that
thanksgiving is thanksliving, it is gratitude
in action. It is adding to our prayers of thanksgiving acts of thanksliving. Being thankful
in ALL things is one of life's greatest challenges.
Paul Smith
Lakewood, CO
~··••ooooooaaddaaOllalllllllllll

If a care is too smal I to be made
into a prayer, it is too small to
be made into a burden.
AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA

GUARD
YOURSELVES

How much T. V. do you watch a day? One
hour, two hours, maybe as much as five hours?
Our society has been hypnotized by the onslaughts of T. V. We awake in the morning and
turn on the old tube. We come in from work
and flip on the switch. Just before bed we
turn off the set. Our children "study" their
homework while watching their favorite show.
And even when we're doing nothing, we turn
it on just to have the "sound" of home. And
the future is no brighter. Many have spent
hundreds of dollars for V.C.R.'s so that they
can record shows they once missed. And what
about those movies? One can now rent a movie
with all the filth, sexual immorality, and bad
language that was once limited to the confines
of Bourbon Street and other garbage dumps
and bring it into the home for the whole family
to see. And see it they are! I now hear of teenagers watching movies with their friends that
when I was a teenager would not have been
allowed in my home town-and that was only
seven years ago. Friends, where are we going?
Just because we can now hide our lust
and sinful desires behind the doors of our
homes, don't think God doesn't know what we
see. It's time that God's people make a stand.
The family has been damaged enough by our
society; it doesn't need the help of a new
demon. Am I saying throw away the television
sets? Not at all! But if that's the only way to
remove the idolatry and filth from our homes,
it would be better to enter heaven without a
set, than to enter hell with two colored sets,
one black and white, and a remote control
V .C.R. "Little children, guard yourselves
from idols·· (1 John 5:21).
Leslie Chapman
Covington, TN
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Doc-TRINE
DREAMERS

1

What is probably the country's largest denomination (14 million members) has been
experiencing some "boat-rocking"
lately
over women preachers.
Recently 45,000
"messengers" packed the Dallas Convention
Center to discuss the difficulties in the 140year-old institution called the "Convention".
After everyone went home and the lights were
turned out, nothing was done by the Convention to reverse last year's resolution against
ordination of women on the ground that the
Scriptures teach that women "should not
assume a role of authority over men''.
The article from which I learned these facts
(U.S. News and World Report, June 24, 1985)
said that the resolution hadn't dampened the
spirits of the would-be Southern Baptist
female ministers. Quoting from the article
and from Addie David, who became the first
woman minister 20 years ago, "Female
ministers are determined to press on. 'A
woman can be called by God to whatever
capacity-same as anyone else.' ''
There is an attitude problem in this quote
that we need to recognize. Sometimes more is
said between the lines than what we see at
face value. Let me show you what I mean:
1. God has been clear concerning His disapproval of women preachers. (I Cor.
14:34-35; I Tim. 2:11-12).

I

2. The Bible is the complete word of God for
man (II Tim. 3:16), and since it is complete, He will not personally guide individuals apart from that word.
3. Therefore, God has not "called" these
women ... or any women to assume the
religious roles given by God to men.
Sometimes folks do many things in their

religious practice for which there is no Bible
authority, and argue that God has personally
and directly instructed them to do it.
In Jude 8 people were teaching false doctrines to the brethren. Jude calls them
·'Dreamers'', because they make a practice
of dreaming up things that God never said.
Let's be people of the Book.
Glenn Colley
Pulaski, TN

THE LORD REIGNETH
How thankful we are that God is in His
heaven and all is well. We may pillow our
heads at night confident that the sun will
still be in the sky tomorrow to give us light and
heat. We don't have to worry about our earth
maintaining her proper orbit and movement to
give us daytime after the night and the seasons
in their turn. We know there will always be
seed time and harvest. We know God will
provide and we, his children, ought not to be
anxious but seek the kingdom of heaven.
The Lord who reigneth is a loving father who
hears the cries of his children, let the earth
rejoice.
What different thoughts are aroused as we
read the 99th Psalm which begins, ''The Lord
reigneth; let the people tremble. •• Our God is
a demanding God. The whole duty of man is
to fear God and obey his commands. The
apostle Paul said, •'Knowing therefore the
terror of the Lord, we persuade men. •• The
same God, who clothes the lilies of the field,
caused the earth to swallow up Korab and his
followers who rebelled against God's appointed leader, Moses. The same God, who feeds
the sparrows and knows when one falls, sent
fire from heaven to consume Nadab and Abihu when they failed to keep his commands.
The Lord who reigneth must be obeyed for he
is coming one day to judge the world in righteousness; let the people tremble.
ir:-LL&TIN
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Harold Tandy
Wichita, KS
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"Very well," said she, "who made the first
hen from which all succeeding ~ggs and hens
have come?"

SIMPLE
PROOF

"What do you mean by all this?" he asked.
"Simply this, I say that He who created the
first hen or egg is He who created the world.
You can't explain the existence of even a hen
or egg without God, and you wish me to believe
that you can explain the existence of the whole
world without Him.''
via South Miami Bulletin
Miami, FL

A young skeptic said to an elderly lady:
"I once_ believed there was a God, but now
since studying mathematics,
science and
philosophy, I am convinced that God is but an
empty word."
"Well," said the lady, "I have not studied
such things, but since you have, can you tell
me ft,om whence comes this egg?'' And she
held up the egg before him.
"Why, of course, from the hen,"
reply.

was the

··And where does the hen come from?''
"Why, the egg!"
··And the egg from the hen?''
"Why, yes, of course," retorted the young
man as he began to feel his predicament.
•'Oh, then a hen must have existed without
having come from an egg?"
•'Oh, no, l should have said the egg first.''
•'Then I suppose that you mean the egg
existed without having come from a hen?"
The young man hesitated: "Well, you see ...
that is ... of course ... well, the hen was first."

SINCERITY
One of the words for "sincerity" in the New
Testament is the Greek word adolos, and this
word has an interesting background. The
"a" at the beginning of many Greek wor~s
simply negates those words; or to ~mt it
another way, if you can find the meamng of
the basic word and then simply realize that the
"a" is saying "no" or "not so." Leaving o~
the "a" of this word, we have do/os, and this
word means "to catch with bait," or a "lure,"
a "snare." Taken just a step further, the word
means "craft," or "deceit," or "guile." Now,
let's go back and add the "a", the _negat~v~:
and the word means "not to catch with bait,
or "not to be crafty," and "not to be deceitful." What a beautiful definition of "sincerity.''
Sincerity is that quality in people which
causes one to realize that here is a person of
worth; here is an individual whose integrity
is beyond question. You will remember that it
was said of Nathanael by our Lord, •'Behold
an Israelite indeed, in whom is no guide''
(John 1:47). And he used our word do/os for
"guile." He was saying, "I want you to look
at a truly sincere man." I can't imagine a
greater compliment than to be recognized by
our Lord as a sincere man. The qualities of
integrity and purity and sincerity are truly
the qualities of great people. We can afford
to do no less than to strive for sincerity.

~
~~
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Gene Carrell
Columbus, OH
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IT IS JUST A
MATTER OF TIME
Solomon said, •'The backslider in heart
shall be filled with his own ways'· (Proverbs
14:14). Jesus warned, "And because iniquity
shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold··
(Matthew 24:12). John told the church at
Ephesus •'thou hast left thy first love·· (Rev.
2:4). When a Christian begins to show less
interest in things eternal, he is going the
wrong way. When one is getting weaker
instead of stronger, something is seriously
wrong. If this backsliding is not arrested, it
is just a matter of time and he will be spiritually
dead.
A preacher once told this unusual experience. A man came to his office one day and
told him this story of his life.
Only forty-one years old but he had come to
face a problem that was the greatest of all
human experiences in this world. He had
tears in his eyes as he told of the many years
he had gradually neglected God and the
church. He didn't intend to ever be where he
was at this time-but he was! He continued his
story of how he had taken up habits of impure
words and thoughts-these
led him to neglect
prayer because his heart despised hypocrisy.
Thus, he began to neglect the assembly of
the church for he felt out of place.
Finally, he even became angry if someone
visited him and asked of his absences. After
all, he said, the absences from the assembly
were not the problem. It was the things of the
heart and his way of living that actually forced
him to stay away. So a few days before, he
decided he would confess his faults to a brother
in Christ (James 5:16) and ask for prayers. He
continued on to say that unless he did this he
knew that it was just a matter of time until he
would be dead (spiritually).
How desperate was his soul as he asked the

preacher to pray with him for God to forgive
him and to make him alive again.
When the way to the meeting house seems
too far; when the sermons seem too long; when
one begins to dislike the company of brethren;
when the sermons make one mad instead of
penitent; when reading the Bible puts one to
sleep; when one frets if called on to give
more-dangerous
symptoms of a backslider
are beginning to surface.
Abbreviated
Edsel Burleson
Birmingham, AL

Why Didn't I?
I went to see my friend today.
We talked
About clothes
About politics
About children
About food
I wanted to talk
About Jesus
About love
About faith
About eternity
Why didn't I?
via Tiffin, OH
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"Mary had a little lamb.
She bought it for to keep.
It followed Mary everywhere
And soon died for lack of sleep! ''
I feel that in our preaching and teaching,
we need to include more urgent appeals for
families to spend more time together, especially on the part of young parents while their
children are young. That is a part of sound
doctrine that is as important as any other part
of the Bible, Titus 2:1-5.

CASUALTIES
OF THE
"SECONDBEST"THINGS
Perhaps one of the biggest threats to spirituality for most of us is not the terrible sin but
the tendency to let "second best things" have
first place. Families can be so involved with
numerous activities, all of which may be good
and right, but which leave little time for essential togetherness. (Note Luke 10:38-42 and
Matthew 6:33)
I remember
years ago:

reading

the following story

··A person from the city was visiting a
cousin who was a sheep rancher in Idaho.
The rancher showed the guest his ranch
and pointed out one development of
which he was especially proud: 'I have
been able to breed lambs that can run
40 miles an hour,' he said.
'That sounds impressive,' the city slicker
said, 'but I fail to see the practicality of
it.'

'Don't you see?' answered his cousin.
'Now they'll be able to keep up with
Mary!' "
If you can identify with that line of thought,
you will also note with interest the following
lines:
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The evidence is quite abundant: Families
that find time for each other and time to attend
worship together faithfully build a source of
strength to draw from. Many of the shipwrecks
of life are avoided when they do-and
they
have resources to draw from to survive them
successfully even if they do come.
Jack Wilhelm
Auburn, AL

WORDS AND ACTIONS
There are several ways that people communicate with each other. Two of the most important
are WORDS and ACTIONS. In order for
communication on an instructive level to be
meaningful, these two avenues of information
must correlate with each other. The Psalmist
writes in Ps. 55:21 "The words of his mouth
were smoother than butter, but war was In
his heart.''
The mental heart of man determines one's
actions, such as the NON-VERBAL communication between husband and wife. "Honey are
you mad because supper was late?" "NO!"then "slam"
goes the back door. Modern
speech researchers say that 70% of what we
communicate to other people is through nonverbal communication. A raised eyebrow, a
shrug of the shoulder, a tightened lip all
communicate what your mental heart is thinking. One of the most beautiful lines of Scripture
to be found deals with the heart. "Let the
meditation of my heart be acceptable In thy
sight, oh Lord my strength and my redeemer."
Is what you communicate non-verbally to your
spouse "ACCEPTABLE IN GOD'S sight?
Ed Loyd
via Wynne, AR
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HOW MANY STARS
Remember the time you tried to count the
stars? Something diverted your attention,
you lost your place, and gave it up as a lost
cause? Some have taken the counting of stars
more seriously. Less than 200 years before
Christ, Hipparchus, a Greek astronomer,
taught his students that there were less than
3,000 stars. About 300 years later, Ptolemy,
a second century A.O. Greek astronomer and
geographer, counted 1,056 stars and he too
claimed the number would not exceed 3,000.
The scientifically enlightened Bible bel;ever
of those days was presented with a dilemma.
The prophet Jeremiah, writing 600 years
before Christ, had said ··As the host of heaven
cannot be counted, and the sand of the sea
cannot be measured, so I will multiply the
descendants of David My servant and the
Levites who minister to Me." (Jer. 33:22).
When God wanted to emphasize the innumerable descendants who would come from David
he compared them to the stars of heaven and
the sands of the sea shore, and said very
simply-they can't be counted.
Conflicts between the best of man• s understanding and God's revelation have been
?umerous through the years, but in every
instance in which man's intelligence has
progressed to the point he is able to accurately
test the claims of God, the Bible has proven to
be correct.
It wasn't until the invention of the telescope
(1609 A.O.) that Galileo, and Italian astronomer and physicist, was able to proclaim with
scientific accuracy that the stars are indeed
innumerable. One more victory for the Bible in
the battle of accuracy.

is estimated to be trillions(l,000,000,000,000's)
of galaxies in the universe, each containing
a minimum of 100 billion stars.
To understand the problem involved in
counting the stars, consider this: Just to count
the stars in our own Milky Way Galaxy, one
would have to count at the rate of 200 per
minute (that's 33 stars every 10 seconds).
At that rate it would take 1,000 years counting
around the clock. Then you would still have
trillions of galaxies, each containing a similar
number of stars left to be counted.
What is impossible for man is as nothing
for God. A hundred years earlier than Jeremiah, Isaiah said "Lift up your eyes on high
and see Who has created the stars, the One
who leads forth their host by number, He calls
them all by name; because of the greatness of
His might and the strength of His power ... ''
(Isa. 40:26). The Psalmist adds "He counts
the number of the stars, He gives names to all
of them." (Ps. 147:4).
How true the song "O Lord my God! When I
in awesome wonder, consider all the worlds
Thy hands have made, I see the stars, I hear
the rolling thunder, Thy power throughout
the universe displayed."
Ken Baird
Oklahoma City, OK

Has anyone
ever heard of
an idle rumor
remaining
idle?

Scientists now maintain that our galaxy
contains at least 100 billion stars. Our sun is
just one of these 100 billion. In addition there
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THREE AFFIRMATIONS ABOUT

GOD
I recently read an article that bore the above
title. It contained such excellent ideas that I
want to share them with you in a condensed
form.
First, God is demanding. This is something
we often forget when we emphasize the Fatherhood of a loving God. The two concepts are not
contradictory. God is a loving God, but he has
a plan for our maturity. He wants us to grow
up to be something. That means his love makes
demands on our life and time. He wants us
to be about his business. He wants us busy
in his vineyard. He places demands on us.
Second, God is forgiving. In Isaiah we read,
•'Let the wicked forsake his way, and the
unrighteous man his thoughts; let him return
unto the Lord, that he may have mercy upon
him ... for he will abundantly pardon. '' Anyone
who has ever felt the acid bite of guilt, the
warm flood of humiliation at getting caught in
wrong, or the bitter cold of isolation from
God, will in these words find ample reason
for calling the message of Christ ''The Good
News." God is forgiving.
Third, God is empowering. Paul says
in Ephesians 3:16, "He may grant you to be
strengthened with might through his Spirit
in the inner man. •• Through the indwelling
Spirit, in the power of his word; influenced by
the example of God's heroes, both past and
present, encouraged by the fellowship of the
Saints and lifted up by prayer, we are given
a power to meet God's demands and to grow
and work. No Christian should every say of
God's demands, "I can't." If we don't meet
his demands, it is because "I won't." But his
forgiveness invites me to change my "I won't"
to "I will. "
Charles R. Prince
BULLETIN~
DIGEST~
Falls Church, VA

SPIRITUAL "10"
Bo Derek made the number "10" famous as
a scale by which to judge a woman's physical
attractiveness. The idea, of course, is to rank
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the person's beauty on a scale of one to ten
with ten being perfection. Admittedly it is a
sexist way of looking at people, but a popular
one nevertheless.
Comic Rodney Dangerfield said, in commenting on the one-to-ten ranking that his
mother-in-law owed points. Undoubtedly
it is true that our society places a premium
on physical attractiveness. It's sad, too.
Nothing wrong, of course, in being handsome
or pretty, but when that becomes the criterion by which people are judged, we have
become very blind indeed.
As a result of this obsession with outward
beauty, billions of dollars are spent each year
in our nation just for cosmetics. Nothing wrong
with taking a degree of pride in our looks,
although many of us don't have much to work
with. But how tragic when all we see in a person is the outer shell.
One sage said: "Marrying a woman for her
looks is like buying a house because you like
the paint.'' Surely there must be more to us
than the "beauty that's only skin deep" or
even the '' ugly that goes right to the bone.''
The Lord once said to Samuel: ''Look not on
his countenance, or on the height of his
stature .. .for the Lord seeth not as man seeth ...
for man looketh on the outward appearance,
but the Lord /ooketh on the heart'' (I Sam.
16:7).
And Paul wrote: ''That's why we never give
up. Even though our physical bodies are wearing out, our spirits are getting younger every
day" (II Cor. 4:16, SEB).
As spiritual citizens of a spiritual kingdom it
seems to me that spiritual attractiveness ought
to be our consuming passion (II Tim. 3: 17;
I Tim. 4:8).
Thus, the real question is: Are you a spiritual
"JO"?

Randall Medlin
Decatur, GA
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AREYOUWORRIEDSICK
AND SICKOF WORRYING?
According to Dr. John A. Shindler, 50 percent of all the people going to doctors in the
United States are victims of one disease. Of
500 consecutive admissions to the Oshner
Clinic in New Orleans, 77 percent were sick
with this one malady. Dr. Shindler defines the
disorder as psychoneurosis and he identifies
the cause as ACUTE ANXIETY.

6:34 teaches that each day has enough trouble
of its own.
4. Focus your thoughts on God instead of
your problems. Isaiah 26:3 puts it like this:
•'Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose
mind is stayed on thee. ''
Read the entire chapter of Matthew 6 carefully and prayerfully.
O.B. Porterfield
via Sunset Bulletin
Lubbock, TX

Physicians tell us that 70 percent of all illnesses are caused by mental distress or
worry.
It has been listed by heart specialists as the
number one cause of heart trouble. The Bible
clearly commands us not to worry (Psalms
37:1; Matt. 6:25-34; John 14:1; Philippians
4:6). Even though this command may seem
difficult to obey, remember that God does not
give us a commandment without offering us
the ability to obey it.
Anxiety is an insult to God. It demonstrates
a lade of confidence in God's goodness and
power.
Consider these four steps an individual
must take in overcoming the plague of worry.
1. invest your time in working instead of
worrying. The ant in Proverbs 6:6 does not
waste time worrying about the future. It is,
instead, constantly working to prepare for the
future.
2. Seek to fulfill your needs instead of your
wants. In Philippians 4: 19 God promises to
supply all of our needs if we will only depend
on Him. He never, though, promised to supply
all of our wants.
3. Concentrate on today instead of yesterday and tomorrow. Philippians 3:13 teaches us
to forget those things which are past. Matthew

On one occasion when the night was stormy,
the audience in a theater in which Edwin
Booth was playing numbered only a handful
of people, and they remained in the rear seats.
The discouraged cast J>leaded with Booth to
postpone the play, but he said, "No, we shall
go on. Play as though the king were in the
audience." That night Booth presented one of
his best performances.
A day or two later, the king sent for Booth
and honored him with a public proclamation,
for unknown to him, in the shadow of the last
row of the theater, the king had sat that night!
Let US remember in times of stress and
storm when we feel like quitting, that Christ,
the King of kings and Lord of lords, is always
in the shadows. Let US seek to please Him
rather than giving up to despair, discouragement, and cynicism. Living to please Christ
brings out the best in a person, enabling him
to render the greatest service to God, to the
world, and to himself.
··Whatsoever ye do do all to the glory of
God. ··(I Corinthians 10:31)
via Clovis, NM
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Concerning
Instrumental
Music
In Worship
Several recent developments indicate a
continuing interest in an awareness of the
old topic of instrumental music in worship,
particularly as it relates to the church and
unity. Various notices have appeared about
unity discussions
involving some from
churches of Christ; articles of interest have
been printed in various papers; individuals
are discussing different aspect of the subject.
Some brief, general observations may be of
assistance in gaining perspective on these
matters.
It is crystal clear that no record of instrumental music being used in the worship of the
church is present in the New Testament. The
closest of scrutiny has not found a single reference to such use. This is a fact which admits
of no denial. The earliest use of instrumental
music in church worship, according to recent
and reliable historians, was well after the
fourth century A.D., hundreds of years after
the origin of the church and in a time of general
departure from the New Testament way of
worship and service. The more one ponders
this fact the more significant it comes to be.
No adequate defense of instrumental music
in the worship of the church has been made
from the New Testament.
Hundreds of
attempts have appeared, often with a show of
ingenuity; but all the efforts have been shown
by careful students of Bible truth to be inadequate. In oral and written form these
efforts have been weighed and found wanting.

Occasionally a new attempt will be made, but
the effort fails because the truth of the Bible
does not support it.
The use of instrumental music in worship
has caused division in the restoration movement in this country and elsewhere. Those who
sought to follow the Bible alone resisted the
bringing in of this unauthorized practice. The
upholders of instrumental music refused to
remove it from the worship. Discussion was
to no avail and division followed. The driver
of the
wedge
splits
the
log;
the
user(s) and supporter(s)
of instrumental
music in the worship of the church thereby
caused division contrary to the doctrine
of the Lord (Romans 16:17-18).
Discussions about unity after instrumental
music in worship has divided churches avail
nothing until and unless those who practice
and promote such use stop the practice and
repent of the wrong involved. At best such
discussions, without facing the obvious problem, are exercises in futility; at worst they
leave the impression that churches of Christ
generally are without firm convictions about
the authority of the Bible and the necessity of
the purity of the church in worship, doctrine,
and practice. While there may be some who
would compromise on this and other issues of
Bible truth, this is not the conviction of the
vast majority of our brethren.
Unity is desired (John 17:20-21), but the full
and clear teaching of the Bible must be followed in order for unity to be present. Those who
support and practice instrumental music in
church worship are preventing unity by their
teaching and practice.
William Woodson
Chairman, Graduate Program,
David Lipscomb College, Nashville, TN
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His consecration was complete
Except his pocketbook.

A CHEERFUL GIVER

He· d put a nickel in the plate
And then with might and main
He'd sing, "When we asunder part,
It gives us inward pain."
Author Unknown

Is your giving a thing of joy?
Paul said it should be: ••... for God love th a
cheerful giver.·· (II Cor. 9:7). God not only
delights in the gifts but the giver. You should
find great joy in giving to your children or
mate. But this deepest of emotions should be
reserved for sharing with God what is already
His. It is more blessed to give than to receive.
(Acts 20:35)
What does it take to make a cheerful giver?
First, he is not too concerned with material
things: he does not depend on them too much.
We place a high premium today on money and
economic security. We teach our childre.1 to
be takers rather than givers by saying, "Pick
a good profession; there's more money in it."
Money means security, position and parents
and society taught us to be takers. Those who
view money as an end can never part with it
cheerfully.
Secondly, a cheerful giver must be convinced
of the worth of the object of his giving. The
contributor in the pew must be convinced of
the mission of the church and convicted of its
importance (Eph. 3:10-11). He must also feel
a pe~onal responsibility in the spread of the
gospel (I Tim. 3:15). He must be thrilled at
the opportunity to spread the power of God to
save (Rom. 1: 16).
Thirdly, for you to capture joy in giving you
must possess a mature sense of values. A
happy giver will possess the mind of Christ
(Phil. 2:5) which declares that the only important things in life are those that God says are
important (Ecc. 12:13). We must recognize
that the object of our giving is infinitely
more valuable than that which is given (Col.
1:18; Eph. 1:21-22).
Thus, when God stated the qualification
of cheerfulness for the acceptable giver, he
described a unique type of person.
What will be the character of your giving
this Lord's Day?

BULLETIN
DIGEST

Harold Taylor
via Littleton, CO

WHAT
IS

YOUR
NAME?
The Indians used to give their
children the name they had
earned. Thus, some girl might
become Laughing Water, Timid
One, or Sunshine. A boy might
be named Running Feet, Wise
Owl, or Black Hawk.
Suppose God gave each of his
children the name that each
earned? Some would be Helping Hand, Faithful Teacher,
Lively Stone, Generous Giver,
Etc. But on the other hand
there would be many wearing
names such as Unreliable,
Lukewarm,
Evil
Tongue,
Stingy Giver, Etc.
If God named you according
to your life, what name would
you wear?

"Once there was a Christian,
He had a pious look;

via Muscatine, 10
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FRIGHTENING
NEWS
Recently a survey was taken at the Teens
Take America Workshop in Oklahoma City.
Over 700 teens participated. Twenty percent
were from farm communities. Twenty-five percent were from towns of 20-50,000 population.
Twenty-four percent were from towns of
50-200,000 population and thirty-one percent
were from cities of over 200,000 population.
These teens represented the average, middle
class, suburban, church attending teen.
What did the survey reveal? Forty-seven
percent of the young men and forty-four percent of the young ladies said they seldom read
their Bibles. This must be coupled with the
fact that a majority of them wanted more than

DRESS UP YOUR BULLETIN
from BULLETIN DIGEST.

anything ·in their lives to have religious satisfaction. Does this suggest that they don't know
where religious satisfaction comes from?
Perhaps they have learned too much from t?eir
parents. Have we convinced them by our hves
that men •'cannot live by bread alone but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth
of God'. (Mt. 4:4)?
Perhaps worst of all you must remember
that more than likely the teens who attended
the workshop and took the survey are the
"cream of the crop." What is our future as
a Bible-believing people if our teens seldom
read the Bible? In addition fifty-seven percent
found Bible classes at church only moderately
interesting. This suggests that we who lead
and we who parent better wake up and change
things or we will produce a generation of
Bible illiterates.
Bill Goodpasture
Ft. Worth, TX
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WHATOUTLOOK
CANTHE SOWERHAVE?
''A sower went out to sow ''

Matthew 13:3
The parable of the sower has many insights
for the child of God. The seed, the soil, and the
sower are the three subjects adressed. The
four soils representing the four hearts receive
the greatest attention from preachers and
teachers. Often, the lessons concerning the
sower are neglected. This parable is designed
to have an impact on those who teach God's
word (plant the seed). There is a message of
encouragement here for the Christian as a
soul winner. There is understanding here
concerning our role in evangelism.
As workers in His Kingdom we often get
discouraged in our efforts to reach the lost.
We say things to people in conversation that
don't seem to phase them. We invite people
to services and they don't come. We try to
set up Bible studies with various ones and they
are disinterested and even with ones we're
able to teach very few are converted. We're
looking for many quick results. The first lesson
concerning the sower in this parable is clearthe harvest is sure, although it may be slow.
Don't forget the fourth soil-the
good soil
that brought forth fruit thirty, sixty and one
hundred fold. The harvest does come, although
much seed never germinates and produces.
Jesus said, ''The harvest is plenteous'' (Matt.

9:37). Now a lot of that harvest will not come
until much planting, watering, and cultivating
has been done. Don't always look for quick
results! Many of those seemingly fruitless
efforts may prove later to all be a part of the
process of leading someone to an eventual new
birth in Christ. How long does it take an acorn
to become a full grown tree? A baby to become
a man? Often times we must sow in patience
and in hope and leave the harvest to the weeks,
months, and even years.
The last lesson is this-every sowing effort
is successful when we understand what our
role as soul winner is. Our job is to sow-not
to harvest. •'I planted, Apollos watered and
the Lord gave the increase '' (I Corinthians
3:6). Let's get busy planting and watering
the seed along with some plowing and cultivating, and the Lord will bring the harvest in
due season when the time comes. Some will
reject the Word of God. I cannot control that.
I can control the sowing, contacting, influencing and teaching of souls. And as long as I'm
actively reaching out to the lost this way, I
CAN FEEL GOOD ABOUT BEING A CHRISTIAN!
Gary Bodine
Clovis, NM

